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AKC Code of SPortsmarnshiP

PREFACE: The sport of pur‘ebr-cd' dog competitive events dates prior to 1854, the ycar of
AKC’s birth, Shared values of those involved in the sport include Jy:>rr'ncfpfc.=s af sportsman-
sf‘up. Tbey are Pracf:’ce& in afl sectors of our sport: conformation, per{onnanc:c and com-
panion. Many beliave that these Pn’ncrpfes of sportsmanship are the prime reqson why our
sport has thaved for over one hundred years. with the belief that it is useful fo Penba’ica”_g
arbculate the fundamertals of our sport, this code is prcsentecf.

+ Sportsmen respect the histary, traditions and integrity of the sport of Purcl::red dogs.

. Sportsmen cammit themselvas to valuas oF {air piag; lnoncstg, <Oou rtcsy, and vigorous
compcti'h'on, as well as winning anc [osing with grace.

+ Sportsmen refuse to compromise their commitment and obligation to the spart of purcbncd
clogs 199 ir]jecting; pcrsonal advantage or consideration into their decisions of behavior.

* The sPortsman_jud e }ud ges only on the merits of the dogs and considers nd other factors.

+The sportsman judse or exhibitor accepts constructive criticism.

=.

« The sportsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under ajudge where it @ 5}11:
reasonably appear that the ';udgc’s» placcmcnts could be based on somcthing other than
the merits of the clogs. )

» The sportsman exhibitor refuses to compmmisc. the impartiality of ajudgc.

e The sportsman respects the AKC bglaws_. rules, regulations and policics govMening the
sport of Purcbred dogs.

. Spor!:smcn find that w’gorous competition and civilitg are not inconsistent arid are able to
apprcciatc the merit of their comFetition and the effort of com Petitors.

. Sportsmcn welcomc, encourage and support newcomers to the sport.
* Sportsmen will deal Fairlyj with all those who trade with them.

- Sportsmen are willin 2 to share honest and open appraisafs of both the str*cngt!’xs and
weaknesses of their breeding stock.

. Sportsrncn spurn any opportunity to take personal advanta ge of Positions Hered or
bestowed upon thern.

* Sportsmen always consider as paramount the welfare of their dog,

* Sportsmen refuse to embarrass the sport, the st KBN%
American Kennel Club, or themsehies while taking 5
part in the sport. *
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